1827.]                       ILLNESS OF MES. WEBSTER.                          307

that is not the professional habit of his mind; and, when she arrives here,
We will do all we can to make the winter comfortable for her. It would
relieve her of some of her pain at this moment if she could see how bright
Daniel looks at the thought of her coming home, and of his being able, as
he expresses it, ' to go and see her' every day.' He is gone this morning
to let Hannah1 know it, and I advised him also to tell Mrs. Lekain, that
she might not let her rooms, which are now empty, until your intentions
are known. Mr. Paige's visit could not have been better timed, and,
indeed, kindness like his is as sure as instinct.

" We are very glad to hear, from Dr. Perkins's letter, that you would
probably be well in three or four days from its date. Pray send us notice,
somehow or other, how you get on, when Mrs. "Webster is likely to come,
and all other matters about which you know we are anxious to learn.
Daniel is quite well, and has interested us very much by the delightful
feeling he has shown under his late anxiety, and his present happiness at
the thought of seeing his mother again.

" Eemember us particularly to Mr. Paige, who promised to write to us,
and remember us most affectionately to Mrs. "Webster. Oan we do any
thing to prepare for her coming ? Let us know, and it shall go hard but
your wishes shall be fulfilled.

'' Yours very faithfully,

" <J. T."

[TO MES,  TIOKNOB.]

"NETS- YOEK, December 11,1827.

"MY DEAR MBS. TICKNOB : Mr. Paige arrived this .afternoon, bringing
your very kind letter to Mrs. Webster, for which she desires to return you
a thousand thanks. It would fatigue her too much to undertake the
answering of it herself, and, therefore, she employs me in the grateful ser-
vice. It is very good in you and your husband to remember us in our
unfortunate detention here, and to give us so much sympathy for the causes
which have produced it. I wrote Mr. Ticlmor the evening before last.
Yesterday, Mrs. Webster continued better, in a degree, answering to the
increased hopes of the physicians. She thinks, however, that she nrast
have taken some little cold, as her limb has been uneasy and felt stiff to-
day, and she has at times had very severe pain. She hopes that she shall
sleep to-night, and be better again to-morrow. She is indeed very sick,
and suffers much. Her spirits are, however, pretty good, aiad she bears all
with great fortitude and patience. She is much gratified to see her brother.3

" As for me, I am yet in-doors, but am tolerably well. If I felt like
leaving Mrs. Webster, I could be moving along slowly toward Washington,
but I shall wait a little longer, in the hope of leaving her more comfort-
able. At any rate, I should return immediately, unless a decidedly favor-
able change should take place in her condition.

1 A favorite servant.                                a Mr. Paige.